
A swesowÉ

The seed for Michigan Agricultural Commodities was

planted in 1976.Herm Geers had served a large,suc-

cessful agricultural cooperative for 14 years; he

knew the business. He also knew there were lines a

large firm had to draw: Some markets were too lim-

ited, too specialized.

Yet Herm recognized the potential in these smaller

markets. And so he worked his plan with a hand-

picked team, and together they sowed a business.

For most of that first decade, MAC served as a trad-

ing office for the niche markets that did not appeal

to larger firms. Then in 1985, MAC branched into

additional directions, opening London Agricultural

Commodities in Ontario, Canada, and purchasing a

financially distressed, yet promising, elevator in a

small Michigan farming community.

There they sprinkled seeds of improvement. They

provided nourishment and added capacity. They

cultivated the farmers who are the lifeblood of any

elevator.They earned trust. Ultimately, they harvest-

ed a thriving, community-centered asset.

And so it began.

Michigan Agricultural Commodities
445 N. Canal Road

PO Box 80347

Lansing, Michigan  48908

office   (517) 627-0200  

toll free   (800) 878-8900  

fax   (517) 627-3510  

Memberships and Affiliations
National Grain & Feed Association

Ontario Grain & Feed Association

Michigan Agri-Business Association 

National Futures Association

Southeast Grain Association

Ohio Grain & Feed Association

Michigan State Millers Association

Atlantic Seedsman Association

tendÉ

faithfully
and

Over the years, MAC has continued its smooth,

steady growth. And weÕve maintained the sound

principles upon which MAC was founded:

Slow, measured growth.We believe in careful, con-

sidered investing. We avoid long-term debt, prefer-

ring to acquire properties through existing working

capital.That may slow us down a bit, but it also suits

our conservative style and assures our ability to per-

form. That stability is vital to farmers who entrust

their crops to us,storing the fruit of their labors until

theyÕre ready to sell.

Integrity and trust. MAC is a conservative company;

we tend to shy away from risky ventures. Yet we

aggressively pursue whatÕs right and good for our

customers and investors.WeÕve earned a reputation

in the industry for strong moral values.A reputation

for keeping our word.

Allow people to bloom.MAC people are given the

authority to do their jobs and to carry out their

responsibilities in ways they believe are best for the

customers we serve.Through incentives and trust in

their abilities, we encourage an ownership mentali-

ty in all who work here. It has paid off.

we do
indeedreap.

Today, Michigan Agricultural Commodities has

grown into an international operation. Our

Michigan headquarters serves every state east of

the Mississippi River. Our Ontario facilities extend

our services to Canada, cultivating markets, rela-

tionships and opportunities beyond our borders.

Our Facilities:Since 1985, MAC has purchased nine

elevators in Michigan and Ontario.Most were strug-

gling financially, but remained operational Ð an

important distinction. The link with farmers is vital;

once an elevator closes and its customers have

turned elsewhere, itÕs doubtful theyÕll return.

Through prudent investing, MAC has increased the

storage capacity of our facilities to over 12 million

bushels. And, because of our broad geographical

spread, we maintain a hedge against our mighty

nemisis: the weather.

Our Services:From our beginnings as a trading

office, weÕve expanded into a range of services that

include buying, selling and storing commodities;

the retail of input supplies and equipment; consult-

ing; handling and transporting feeds and grains;

and the salvage of damaged commodities.

Facility ownership. Trading offices. International

connections.Together they give MAC uncommon

flexibility. Unqiue opportunities. And we offer these

advantages while remaining small enough for you

to talk to Ð and know youÕll be heard.

We are proud of the success weÕve harvested. But

we know the seasons keep rolling by and there is lit-

tle time for rest.

So we will keep an eye on the elements,on growing

conditions of the world around us. And when the

signs are right, we will plant our next crop.



Michigan Agricultural Commodities
Merchandising Services

MAC buys, sells and trades agricultural commodities, specifically: soybeans,
corn, wheat, oats, rye, barley, feed, fertilizer, salvage grains, feed ingredients
and other grains.

We pride ourselves in “working outside the box,” seeking out new products,
services, markets and operating methods for what we do.

Each of our elevators buys grains directly from local farmers. In addition, our
location in Middleton offers custom application services and sells fertilizer,
chemicals, seed, feed and other input supplies.

It’s in our Lansing headquarters that we keep our finger on the pulse of the
market. Here our centralized merchandising department actively trades not
only in Michigan, but throughout the eastern United States and Canada.

Central Merchandising supplies buyers in quantities as low as a truckload to
as much as multiple 65-car trains, and sells to:

• Grain processors, including Nabisco, Kraft and milling companies that sup-
ply such food processing giants as Kellogg.

• Feed processors, supplying animal feed grains for household names like
Tyson, Purdue Farms and Smithfield Foods.

• Exporters, such as soybean exporter Cargill, ADM, and The Andersons.

Central Merchandising also complements MAC’s salvage service through the
purchase and selling of rejected grains, feed ingredients, fertilizer and related
agricultural products. Our traders know the markets that can turn your
potential loss into a profit.

Our promise to you: We take the extra steps necessary to provide you with
the market information, convenience, availability, timeliness and first-class
facilities you expect from your trading partner.

Salvage Services

MAC is expert in the recovery of damaged grains resulting from spills, natu-
ral calamaties or mechanical mishaps. Our specialized vaculator system han-
dles this often overwhelming job fast and effectively.

We can help you minimize loss by finding alternative markets for damaged
grains. We are knowledgeable in the purchase and selling of rejected grains,
feed ingredients, fertilizers and related agricultural products.

MAC Grain Elevator Operations

Michigan Agricultural Commodities (MAC) began operations in 1976 and offers a
combined total of over 100 years of industry experience. Each of our grain 
elevators are staffed by a facility manager, office manager/accountant, and a 
merchandiser.

MAC handles approximately 28 million bushels of grain annually in the United
States at our facilities in:

Newaygo, Michigan
• Location: Northwest Michigan, approx.

40 miles north of Grand Rapids
• Storage capacity: 2,900,000 bushels,

primarily corn, wheat and soybeans
• Direct rail access: CSXT (65 car train

loading)

Middleton, Michigan
• Location: Central Michigan, approx. 40

miles north of Lansing
• Storage capacity: 1,950,000 bushels,

primarily corn, soybeans and wheat
• Direct rail access:

• CSXT Annpere (65 car train loading)
• NS Toledo (50 car train loading)
• GTW Durand (15 car train loading)

• Full service retail outlet of bulk fertilizer,
seed, feed, chemicals and tillage tools

Brown City, Michigan
• Location: Michigan’s Central Thumb
• Storage capacity: 1,200,000 bushels,

primarily corn, soybeans and wheat
• Direct rail access: CSXT Saginaw 

(65 car train loading)
• Ability to store bulk materials other

than grain

Blissfield, Michigan
• Location: Southeast Michigan, approx.

20 miles northwest of Toledo, Ohio
• Storage capacity: 3,000,000 bushels,

primarily corn, soybeans and wheat
• Direct rail access:

• CSXT Hamler (65 car train loading)
• NS (50 car train loading)
• GTW Riga (15 car train loading)

Jasper, Michigan
• Location: Southeast Michigan, approx.

25 miles northwest of Toledo, Ohio
• Storage capacity: 1,000,000 bushels,

primarily corn, soybeans, wheat and rye
• Truck loading
• Rye processor for seed
• Bagging and cleaning capabilities

Marlette, Michigan
• Location: Michigan’s  central thumb

region
• Storage capacity: 2,600,000 bushels,

primarily corn, soybeans and wheat 
• Direct rail access: CSXT Saginaw 

(65 car train loading)

Transportation and Transfer Services

Because MAC deals only in agricultural commodities, we are uniquely familiar
with the special handling requirements of these products – handling that can
make the difference in delivering product on time and in prime condition.

MAC contracts with transportation professionals for any agricultural commodity.
Our specialized semi-trailers  and other vehicles include: hopper bottoms,
hydraulic dumps, flat beds with sides, vans, refrigerated units and rail hoppers.

Additionally, our vaculator services are available for transferring products. The
vaculator is an efficient system for removing grain from storage bins when nor-
mal transfer methods are not an option.

Consulting Services

Damage reduction and recovery:
• Government agencies, public utility companies and private firms rely on

our estimates in such situations as losses on insured products or FDA
seized grain.

• Insurance firms count on MAC for comprehensive, documented price infor-
mation for accurate evaluation of claims.

• We offer expert salvaging of damaged products and are knowledgeable in
the purchase and selling of rejected grains, feed ingredients, fertilizers and
related agricultural products.

Timely, accurate information
• MAC staff attend seminars and training sessions to increase their knowl-

edge and keep on top of changes.
• We understand contract deliveries. Basic contracting and hedging 

information.We can provide you with estimated cash grain prices one year
in advance.

• We can provide updates of grades and discounts and their effect on you.

Introductory broker services:
• We provide introductory broker services for futures and options.
• MAC welcomes calls about the status of the market and provides instanta-

neous quotes during the Chicago Board of Trade hours.

London Agricultural Commodities
Services and Facilities 

London Agricultural Commodities (LAC), a
wholly-owned subsidiary of Michigan
Agricultural Commodities, was estab-
lished in 1985 to serve as a MAC trading
partner. This “Canadian Connection” pro-
vides first-hand information of the
Canadian commodities market, enhances
MAC’s response to both supply and
demand issues and the fluctuating
exchange rate environment.

The LAC merchandising office in London, Ontario, trades: Soybeans, corn,
wheat, oats, rye, barley, feed, fertilizer, salvage grains, feed ingredients and other
grains. Our LAC staff offers over 100 years of industry experience.

LAC Grain Elevator Operations
LAC handles approximately 25 million bushels of grain annually in Canada
through our offices in London and at our facilities in:

Thamesville, Ontario
• Location: Southwest Ontario
• Storage capacity: 800,000 bushels,

primarily corn, wheat and soybeans
• Direct rail access:

• CSXT Chatham (15 car train loading)
• NS Chatham (15 car train loading)
• CPR Thamesville (15 car train 

loading)

Tupperville, Ontario
• Location: Southwest Ontario
• Storage capacity: 1,100,000 bushels,

primarily corn, wheat and soybeans
• Direct rail access: CSXT (3 car train 

loading)

Seaforth, Ontario
• Location: Southwest Ontario
• Storage capacity: 110,000
• Direct rail access: CSXT (3 car train 

loading)
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MAC established 

1985
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Thamesville purchased
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Newago leased
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Middleton purchased
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Marlette

purchased

1999
Brown City
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